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INTRODUCTION

One function that is always considered a part of a humane
animal care and control agency’s operation is the humane
disposal of sick, injured, or unwanted animals.

Euthanasia, from the Greek eu, good, and thanatos, death, com-
monly refers to “‘mercy killing’* of persons suffering from an
incurable illness — a practice that is debatable and, in any case,
illegal. In animal welfare work, however, euthanasia describes
the painless destruction of suffering animals, which the public
accepts as morally right and which is legal under certain
conditions.

Because we are concerned with the elimination and prevention
of animal suffering, responsibility for the decision to administer
euthanasia is often ours. It is incumbent on us to learn to
recognize when euthanasia is indicated, as well as how to do it.

Obviously, incurably sick and seriously injured animals suffer
and deserve our consideration. But suffering is not restricted to
the obvious. An aged animal that has spent eight or ten years
with one family suffers loss when removed from its family and
-often will not adjust to a second home — when one can be
found. It is far more humane to administer euthanasia to such
an animal if the alternative is to condemn it to grieve the
remainder of its days in a shelter. Animals with certain
temperaments make bad risks for adoption; animals with biting
records and those that have roamed a large portion of their lives
and have suffered abuse are often unplaceable. If such an animal
is placed, it may be abandoned as soon as the new owner
realizes that it may require extra patience and attention. All of
these animals are subject to suffering or abuse, which a humane
organization is obligated to alleviate.
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Finally, there are many young, healthy dogs and cats that would
make good pets, except that there are not enough good homes
available. Until all pet owners are educated to their responsibility
not to breed their pets, and thus to end the pet overpopulation
tragedy, euthanasia will remain a sad necessity.

LEGAL RESPONSIBILITY

When you euthanize a pet animal, you accept a burden of
responsibility, one that can create both legal and moral problems.

Legally, unsanctioned and unnecessary euthanasia may be
grounds for a justifiable civil law suit. An order for euthanasia
from an agent or a third party may not be valid, so it must be
determined whether the person ordering euthanasia has the
necessary authority to do so. If it is proven in court that the
destruction of an animal was not legal, even though justified by
humane ethics, the organization may be held liable. Additional
problemns arise when an owner changes his or her mind after the
pet has been euthanized.

Each organization must protect itself and its employees against
unjust criticism or even damage suits. To guard against possible
lawsuits, the humane organization should have the owner or his
or her agent sign a legal release authorizing euthanasia of the
animal at the agency’s discretion. A suggested wording for such
a form follows:



RECEIVING FORM
DATE. CONTROL #

EMPLOYEE INITIALS TRANSACTION #

Statement and Conditions of Surrender

In consideration for the (name of agency) accepting the animal described on the Receiving Form I hereby warrant, represent, under-
stand and agree as follows:

1. I'am the lawful owner or the duly authorized representative of the owner of the animal described on the Receiving Form; and -

I have unrestricted authority to surrender the animal to (name of agency). I hereby relinquish to (name of agency) any and all rights
of ownership that I may have in the animal.

2. The-(name of agency) does not guarantee the placement of animals or the length of time that an animal will be held for adop-
tion. The decision as to the length of time the animal will be held for adoption and the final disposition, including adoption or
euthanasia of the animal, is solely at the discretion of (name of agency).

3. The (name of agency) does not and will not release information concerning the final disposition of the animal, including infor-
mation as to whether the animal has been euthanized or adopted.

4. If the animal is surrendered by me to (name of agency) with the request that the animal be euthanized, (name of agency) reserves
the right to put the animal up for adoption. -

5. In the event the animal is euthanized, the manner and method thereof is at the sole discretion of (name of agency).
6. T hereby certify that the animal has not bitten anyone within the last ten (10) days immediately prior to the date of surrender.

7. If, prior to disposition of the animal by (name of agency), I wish to reclaim the animal, I understand and agree that I will be
required to pay to (name of agency) all expenses incurred by it in connection with the holding and care of the animal and (name
of agency) normal and customary conditions and charges for adoption. However, notwithstanding the foregoing, (name of agency)
is under no obligation to return the animal to me.

8. I hereby release (name of agency), its employees, agents and servants from any and all liability, claims, demands or causes of action,
of any nature or kind, for any action taken by (name of agency) in connection with this animal, including its care, treatment, hous-
ing, adoption or euthanasia. I hereby agree to hold (name of agency) harmless and indemnify it against any claims, causes of action
or demands of any nature or kind whatsoever including attorneys’ fees.

I HEREBY ACKNOWLEDGE THAT I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THE FOREGOING STATEMENT AND CONDI-
TIONS OF SURRENDER. .

Signature : Date

Drivers License Number, State
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